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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Why save the life of one wild animal?
What difference could it possibly make?

o That's a question we hear often at Blue Ridge Wildlife
y Center. And it's a great question with one simple answer:
the health of everything—people, the environment, and
animals—is all connected.

That is the One Health concept that fuels our veterinary,
rehabilitation, and education work every day. Not only
do we treat individual animals, but we research and
contribute to the ongoing study of diseases that impact wildlife and humans like
Rabies, West Nile Virus, and Salmonella. Every patient is an opportunity to educate
the public on how to stay safe and protect animals and the environment on which
we depend.

The Center rehabilitates wild animals each year in addition to saving thousands more
with advice given through our wildlife hotline, education programs, newsletters,

and social media posts. And when we look back on our 20-year history, the impact
does our impact. In 2020, despite the

becomes evident.
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pandemic, we hit a new record of over | | ‘

2,800 patients treated, and we expect that 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
number will continue to rise each year.

In the past 20 years, Blue Ridge Wildlife
Center has treated over 24,000 native
wild animals and provided over 900
education programs.

1639
1827
2195
2282

Each year, as awareness of us grows, so

We know that our successes are only possible because of YOU. You have supported
us throughout the years with monetary and in-kind donations, admitting animals
into our care, volunteering, and sharing the knowledge you have learned with others.
Thank you for believing in our mission. With your help we will continue to care for
our native wildlife for the next 20 years and beyond!

With gratitude,

Annie Bradfield

Wildlife Center
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2020 ANNUAL REPORT

2020 in Review

We treated 2,864 patients in 2020, a 26% increase from last year.
Similar to previous years, patients that lived through the first 24  gm

MONTHLY PATIENT INTAKES

hours had a survival rate of 76%! 532
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Examples include hit by lawnmowers/weed-
whackers, caught on barbed-wire fencing or
mesh garden netting, stuck on glue traps,
covered in oil, etc.
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Of the 145 species seen
in 2020, 16 were seen for the
first time this year!

Blue-headed
Vireo

American Redstart

Lincoln’s Sparrow

Bufflehead White-crowned Sparrow
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We treated 2,864 animals in
2020—check out a few highlights:

We took in 17 Bald Eagle patients in 2020—more than twice the number
of eagles we've taken in any year previously. Lead poisoning was the
PRIMARY issue in 5/17 cases. Of the ten adult eagles tested for lead,
Northern Saw-whet Owls are all had elevated levels.

the smallest owl species we
This juvenile Bobcat's injuries indicated a see in Virginia!

predator attack, possibly an adult bobcat.

This Eastern
Copperhead was
found tangled in
garden netting, our
most common cause
of snake admissions,
and the homeowner
was considerate
enough to seek help
for an animal that is
so often persecuted
for merely existing.

We treated more
than double the
illegal gunshot
victims in 2020
than any previous
year. These three
hawks all came
to the Centerin a
single day.

Killdeer are an extremely stressful species, and these four hatchlings were
no exception. We were able to successfully raise these babies to release after
both parents had been accidentally killed in a mowing incident.

This Northern Watersnake
is in care after surgery to

- repair lacerations caused
by garden netting and will
be ready for release in
the Spring.

We treated 346 Opossums this year including these guys!
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One Health Research at BRWC

At Blue Ridge Wildlife Center, we help
native wildlife by integrating veterinary
medicine, rehabilitation, education, and
research. Much of our research has a One
Health focus, meaning that we make the
most of every patient intake by gathering
data on issues and diseases that impact hu-
mans, wildlife, and the environment. We
work with others in related fields to study
that data and share results leading to even
greater impacts. We are currently involved
in nine research projects at the Center
and we are constantly collecting data and
diagnostics that can be used in future
studies! Here are just a few of the ongoing
studies that benefit humans, animals, and
our shared environment!

Asian Longhorned Tick Surveillance
We have been participating in this study
with Southeastern Wildlife Coopera-
tive Disease Study of The University of
Georgia since 2018 and we were the first
to find this invasive tick on a bird in North
America! Since then, we have continued to
collect ticks for this study to better under-
stand their prevalence and distribution. In
other countries, this species is known to
spread diseases that impact livestock and
it has been implicated as a possible vector
of diseases that affect humans. We do not
currently know if this is the case for our
local population, but ongoing research is
needed in this area.

La Crosse Virus in Squirrels and St.
Louis Encephalitis Virus in Raptors
La Crosse Virus (LCV) and St. Louis
Encephalitis Virus (SLEV) can cause
severe encephalitis in humans though

One Health is the idea that the health of
people is connected to the health of animals f #

and our shared environment.

most people show no symptoms at all.

Both are spread to humans by mosquitoes,

but have reservoirs in wild species (small
mammals for LCV, birds for SLEV). We
collect blood on our squirrel, chipmunk,

and groundhog patients which is tested for
antibodies to LCV and we collect blood on

our raptors for SLEV testing through the
entomology department at Virginia Tech.

Chipmunks are one of the species we sample
regularly for La Crosse Virus antibodies.

Prevalence and Distribution of
Tickborne Diseases in Wildlife

Blood is collected from all patients
admitted with ticks (as well as the ticks
themselves) to look for a variety of viruses
that impact humans and animals. This
study tests for Powassan, Bourbon, and
Heartland viruses in the ticks and anti-
bodies in the blood samples.

When we protect one, v -d e

we help protectall. "#%

woaiw e Qu'.rl."p.ﬂ&h-‘.-‘ﬂhh
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Our Licensed Veterinary Technician, Cara Masullo,
logs sample information for one of our studies.

Coronavirus epidemiological research
and surveillance

COVID-19 has caused us to make many
changes at the Center, but we are also
involved in studies to help us all learn
more about this virus! Since early on in the
pandemic, there have been concerns about
the ability of North American bats to catch
this coronavirus from humans and poten-
tially spread it. We collect samples from
bats admitted to the Center (as do many
other facilities across the U.S.) and submit
them to the researchers at Tufts Cummings
School of Veterinary Medicine where they
are analyzed. So far, there has been no in-
dication that these bats are getting COVID
from their human caretakers and a recently
published study indicates that Big Brown
Bats, our most common local species, may
not be susceptible at all. m

Ambassador Big Brown Bat, Bruce, is one of the
participants in this COVID-19 study.

www.blueridgewildlifectr.org
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Volunteers and Training Programs

With the pandemic, the overwhelming majority of volunteers were not able to come into
the Center for most of the year. A handful of dedicated volunteers increased their hours to

cover multiple days per week and all staff and volunteers adhered to strict safety guidelines.
Luckily, we have not had any cases of COVID among staft/volunteers.

® Volunteers by the Numbers

© « Active Volunteers in 2020: 34
« Total Volunteer hours in 2020: 6,971
+ Volunteer with the most hours: Kristi Titus (pictured right)
with 722 hours! Kristi is also a home rehabilitator and took
in 300+ animals herself this year in addition to her volunteer
work with the Center. She also assisted with MANY rescues

and releases!

® Interns by the Numbers
.« Total Interns including rehabilitation,
education, and veterinary internships: 26

+ Total mt?m hours: 4,453 . . Transporters, like Briana Ahawi (above) are
 Intern Wlth the most hourS: CarOlll‘la Leonard Wlth 475 hOUI’S! an important part of our volunteer team!
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Carolina Leonard (third from left) with other 2020 interns who also averaged over 350 hours each!
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Education and Animal Ambassadors

Prior to the pandemic, we were able to teach a day-long course
about wildlife medicine fo NOVA Veterinary Technology students!

Our Rehabilitation Program
Manager and Director of
Veterinary Services were each
featured in their own episode
on Dirty Bird Podcast, a series
that highlights a variety of
birds and those who work
with them. Both of these epi-
sodes can be heard on Spotify
or through iTunes.

There was a lot of adjusting for our
education and fundraising programs due
to the pandemic. Before the lockdown,
we completed a few education events,
including our day-long Open House event
in February.

23 YouTube

4 P pl o) 300/3709 - s -

In an effort to continue educating, we began to host virtual Facebook and YouTube events—providing a different topic each week with our animal ambassadors
and biofacts to allow people to access our educational content virtually—especially for children who were now learning from home. A whole educational
playlist is available on YouTube for anyone interested.
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With our Continuing Education
event being virtual this year, we
were able to have double the
number of attendees! Permitted
rehabilitators are required to com-
plete continuing education hours
annually, so these conferences are
critical to our state’s rehabilitators
and those interesting in becoming
rehabilitators!

In 2020, we sadly lost our ambassador
Groundhog, Harley, due to severe fungal
pneumonia that did not respond to treatment.

We took in a surrendered Northern Diamond-
backed Terrapin, Scuter, who was previously
a pet. This turtle, a protected species, will
now serve as an ambassador where she can
educate the public about her kind.

From August to October, we were finally able to
open our outdoor Wildlife Walk area, despite
the pandemic, to reserved and limited groups
for pre-arranged guided tours. These events
allowed small, socially-distanced, masked
people to attend tours of our wildlife walk

and learn more about native wildlife and our
ambassadors!
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Financials

REVENUE

FY2020 REVENUE oo : u
Contributions $498,462 Contributions
Grants $75,610 W Grants
Events $165,326 Events
Program Service Revenue $41,180 W Program Service Revenue
Retail Sales $13,115 Retail Sales
Other $17,390 Other

$811,083
FY2020 Expenses ................................................................ E
Program Services $440,933 _ EXPENSES
Administrative $49,799

.. Program Services

Fundraising $56,635

$547367 Bl Administrative

L3
Fundraising

Revenue less expenses: $263,716

Blue Ridge Wildlife Center operates on a fiscal year.
The financials above reflect fiscal year 2020 from July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020.

Thank you BRWC!

"| first learned of Blue Ridge Wildlife Center at a photography class,
where Ambassador Blossom the Opossum took center stage and my
heart. My husband—vision-impaired and in declining health—adored
a photo of Blossom, so | asked then Director, Hillary Davidson, if he
could come meet Blossom. She graciously agreed, and hosted us for
an afternoon to meet Blossom—also vision-impaired—and tour the facility. Photo of Blossom courtesy of
We were both taken with Hillary's pride in and passion for the Center, and with the loving Helen Louise Noyes.
care so obvious among the staff and volunteers. On the way home we agreed that Blue Ridge Wildlife Center would be a
permanent feature in our annual philanthropy. It was an indelible memory, the shared struggles of this small creature and
my fading spouse. He spoke of the experience often in the ensuing months.

Additional photo opportunities brought more Ambassadors "into" our home as their photographs adorned more and more
of our walls. Since that original visit, | have returned from time-to-time to bring supplies and refresh my soul. Many rescue
and rehabilitation centers across this country work tirelessly saving cohabitants of our planet who cannot always heal
without help, but Blue Ridge Wildlife Center does so with levels of compassion and elan unmatched elsewhere. My husband
asked me to be sure to include Blue Ridge Wildlife Center as a beneficiary in my own will; | had no trouble complying.

I recently visited again, and met a new guest—a very young opossum, still nameless, who instinctively knew this was a
good place to call home. The memories of Blossom flooded back, along with the vision of the wonderful staff, volunteers,
and new Executive Director, Annie Bradfield. A worthy investment indeed". - Helen Louise Noyes
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Donor Appreciations

Blue Ridge Wildlife Center is very grateful for the approximately 2,500 supporters—from all over the US and beyond—that help us
provide life-changing services to the native wildlife in our community. We receive gifts of all sizes and in different forms—through
direct mail, Facebook, in-kind donations, family foundations, etc. We have included here a list of those supporters that have invested
$1,000 or more during 2020. For a more complete list of donors, please visit The Ridgeline section of our website.

Every effort has been made to provide an accurate listing of supporters. Please contact Annie Bradfiled (annie@blueridgewildlifectr.org)

with any errors or omissions.

* Our monthly donors who provide ongoing support throughout the year.

BALD EAGLE

($10,000 and above)

William Rigg

The Estate of Sharon L. Neal

Gabriel Family Charitable Fund

Valley Dale Fund at Schwab Charitable
H.O. Peet Foundation

Patricia Robinson

James Knowles Family Fund

The Wise Foundation

GREAT HORNED OWL

($5,000 and above)

Kristi Titus

John and Cynthia Potter

Matthew Sheedy and Victoria Bendure
Helen Noyes

Cheryl and Gregory Ayres

Arianne Warner

Crescent Cities Charities, Inc.

Dun Foundation

Laura Dabinett and Russell McKelway
Linda Case

Monomoy Fund, Inc.

Paul J. and Martha N. Rees Charitable Trust

Russell Brick McKelway MD
Stonehall Farm
The Andrew U. Ferrari Foundation

The Bob Wiser Charitable Foundation Trust

The Luminescence Foundation, Inc.
The Pruitt Foundation, Inc.
Zohar and Lisa Ben-Dov

BOBCAT

($2,500 and above)

Peter Cook

Susan and Mark Galbraith

Carter and Faith Eskew

Margit Royal and Jerald Wolford
CHUBB & Son

Nicole Perry and Andrew Stifler
Maple Shade Animal Hospital
Linda Cook

Beverley Byrd and Keith Harrington
Mary Tedrow

James L. and Mary ). Bowman Trust

BRWC Hotline: 540.837.9000

RED FOX

($1,000 and above)

The John W. Warner, IV Foundation, Inc.
David and Linda Reed

Dunston Family Charitable Fund
Laurie Volk Giving Fund

Musser Family Fund

Patricia Haederle

Richard Koth

Robert Hammond

Ursula Landsrath Animal Rescue Fund
William and Susan Walls

Pruitt Title LLC

Donald and Mia Glickman

Donald Ruschman and A. Elizabeth Jones
Mary and ). Donald Shockey

Harrison Glasgow and Nancy Vehrs
Jessie Pickard

Malcolm and Carol Barr

Skyemar Foundation

The Stern Foundation

*John Cullom

*Mark Huber

Michael and Robin Ciapponi

Donna and Daniel Courain

Unknown

Calvin and Joan Coolidge

Visa Inc.

John Hopkins

Mark Strand

Michael and Jeanne Morency
Beverly and Charles Veatch
Boucher-Brehm Charitable Fund
Charles and Alexandra Mcintosh
Christopher Bell

Corinth Treadway

Dipankar Ghosh

EagleBank Foundation

Gordon Rathbun

Irwin Family Trust

Jason and Leslie Merriman

Joan Murray

John Everson

John Staelin and Elizabeth Locke
Judith Hunt

Katherine McLeod

Laurie Petronis Family Charitable Fund
Margaret White

Michael and Susan Perry
Ramsay k Metcalf

Ronald and Karol Hottle

Stellar Solutions Foundation
Sydney and Ellen Hall

Tammy Prescott

The Middleburg Community Center, Inc.
The Wiley Companies, Inc.
*Thomas Murray

Wendy Weber

*Nick and Jessica Crabill

We are unable to identify all supporters that donate
through third parties—such as Facebook, Network for

Good, and the Combined Federal Campaign, to name a

few. PLEASE KNOW—WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT!

Blue Ridge Wildlife Center
Combined Federal Campaign

CFC# 54098
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Stay Informed!

Become a BRWC Member to continue receiving
our quarterly newsletter, The Ridgeline.

e ammtrme

« Visit blueridgewildlifectr.org and click on the Membership & Giving tab
to view member benefits and get started.

* Or you can mail a check payable to Blue Ridge Wildlife Center at
106 Island Farm lane, Boyce, Virginia 22620




